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Message Text 


PAGE 01 STATE 161221 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:RSPOST:AB 

APPROVED BY AF:RMMOOSE 

AF:TWSEEYE 

PM:MANTELL 

S/P:HWARD 

014666 120325Z/66 

O 120302Z JUL 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SANA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 

SECRETSTATE 161221 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SO, US, ET, MASS, PDEV, MOPS 
SUBJECT: SOMALIA REQUESTS US ARMS 
REF: MOGADISCIO 1127 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 161221 

1 . ON JULY 8, DAY AFTER HIS RETURN FROM MOGADISCIO, SOMALI 
AMBASSADOR ADDOU MET AT HIS URGENT REQUEST WITH ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY MOOSE. ADDOU REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT SIAD HAD 
BEEN VERY FAVORABLY IMPRESSED BY FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE 
TOWARD SOMALIA EXPRESSED TO ADDOU BY US OFFICIALS, 
ESPECIALLY THAT OF PRESIDENT CARTER. SIAD HAD THEREFORE, 
ACCORDING TO ADDOU, "MADE UP HIS MIND WHERE SOMALI POLICY 
SHOULD BE DIRECTED" AND HAD SECURED SOMALI POLITBURO 
ENDORSEMENT OF THAT POLICY CHANGE. ADDOU HAD ACCORDINGLY 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PRESENT TO US MILITARY SHOPPING LIST 
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(SEE BELOW) WHICH ADDOU DESCRIBED AS "MINIMUM NEEDED TO 
FILL EXISTING GAPS IN SOMALIA'S DEFENSIVE STRUCTURE". 

ADDOU MADE NO MENTION OF FINANCING FOR THE ITEMS REQUESTED. 
AFTER URGENT SHIPMENT OF THESE IMMEDIATELY NECESSARY ITEMS, 
ADDOU SAID US MAY THEN SEND A MILITARY ATTACHE, PREFERABLY 
A GENERAL, TO DISCUSS SOMALI'S MORE SOPHISTICATED REQUIRE- 
MENTS. ADDOU SAID HE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO RETURN 
MOGADISCIO IN APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK TO REPORT US REACTION. 

2. SHOPPING LIST AS FOLLOWS (ROUNDS OF AMMO IN PARENS): 

8,580 PISTOLS (1,023,600) 

3,146 SIGNAL PISTOLS (377,520) 

70,785 SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES (52,948,750) 

7,722 AUTOMATIC RIFLES (11,583,000) 

3,861 LIGHT MACHINE GUNS (19,305,000) 

1,287 HEAVY MACHINE GUNS (16,087,500) 

3,861 SHOULDER-TYPE ANTI-TANK LAUNCHERS (366,100) 

2, 574 81 MM MORTARS (1,544,400) 

1,287 106.7MM MORTARS (772,200) 

858 57/50MM ANTI-TANK GUNS (414,800) 

200.000 OFFENSIVE HAND GRENADES 

100.000 DEFENSIVE HAND GRENADES (SIC) 

858 106MM RECOILLESS RIFLES (414,800) 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 161221 

1,287 ANTI-AIRCRAFT ROCKET LAUNCHERS (25,740) 

RADIO STATIONS (143 LONG, 541 MEDIUM, 1287 SHORT RANGE) 

143 RADIO RECEIVERS 

143 TELEPHONE EXCHANGES, 429 TELEPHONE APPARATUS, 1,000 
KILOMETERS OF TELEPHONE WIRE 

80.000 TONS OF MOTOR PETROL, 56,000 TONS OF DIESEL FUEL 
2,720 TONS OF LUBRICANTS. 

20 ROOMS OF HYGIENICAL AND SANITARY SERVICES (SIC) 

MEDICINES FOR 100,000 PERSONS 
600 TENTS FOR PLATOONS 

100 WATER BOTTLES, GROUNDSHEETS, HELMETS AND BLANKETS 

143 AMBULANCES 

143 WATER TANK TRUCKS 

143 REFUELLING TRUCKS 

300 7-TON TRUCKS 

400 5-TON 6X6 TRUCKS 

250 3-TON 4X4 TRUCKS 

250 1/4-TON 4X4 TRUCKS 

3. MR. MOOSE EXPRESSED HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPOR- 
TANCE OF THE DECISION TAKEN BY PRESIDENT SIAD AND US 
GRATIFICATION FOR THE SOMALI DESIRE FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS 
WITH THE US. HE KNEW THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE 
PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO LEARN OF THIS DESIRE. HE ALSO 
EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OF ADDOU S NEED FOR AN EARLY 
ANSWER WHICH THE USG WOULD TRY TO COMPLY WITH. HE NOTED, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE COMPLEXITY OF US PROCEDURES AND BOTH 
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EXECUTIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES TOWARD ARMS TRANSFERS 
MADE THIS REQUEST DIFFICULT FOR THE US TO HANDLE. HE 
PROMISED THAT THE USG WOULD GIVE THE MATTER URGENT STUDY. 

4. COMPARED TO WHAT THE SOMALIS HAVE REQUESTED FROM THE 
BRITISH AND FRENCH (SMALL ARMS AND AMMUNITION TO EQUIP, 
RESPECTIVELY, 80,000 AND 100,000 MEN), THE REQUEST TO US 

IS RELATIVELY MODEST. HOWEVER, THE GAP BETWEEN OUR AND 
THE SOMALI DEFINITION OF "LEGITIMATE DEFENSIVE NEEDS" IS 
SECRET 

PAGE 04 STATE 161221 

CONSIDERABLE, IF INDEED THEY EXPECT US TO ACCEPT THE 

CONTENTION THAT THE ITEMS REQUESTED ARE NEEDED TO FILL 
EXISTING DEFENSIVE GAPS (E.G.: THE 70,785 SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
RIFLES REQUESTED WOULD GIVE EACH OF SOMALIA'S REGULAR 
SOLDIERS TWO SUCH RIFLES APIECE, WITH 10,785 TO SPARE). 

THIS SUGGESTS THAT SOMALIS MAY HAVE IN MIND USING THIS 
EQUIPMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR DESIGNS ON THE OGADEN, 
WHICH WE COULD NOT RPT NOT ACCEPT. (ONE THESIS BEING 
ADVANCED IS THAT SOMALIS MAY WANT TO CAPITALIZE ON INSUR- 
GENCY BY SOMALI "IRREGULARS" IN OGADEN TO WREST LATTER 
FROM ETHIOPIAN CONTROL BEFORE ETHIOPIANS, WITH SOVIET 
HELP, ARE ABLE ADEQUATELY TO DEFEND IT). 

5. THIS SOMALI REQUEST IS SUBJECT TO SEVERAL POSSIBLE 
INTERPRETATIONS: 

A. AN UNFRIENDLY SOMALI FACTION MAY HAVE PURPOSELY DE- 
SIGNED REQUEST IN SUCH A FASHION AS TO ASSURE USG REJEC- 
TION IN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE - WHAT THIS FACTION WANTS 
TO BELIEVE - THAT USG REMAIN OPPOSED TO SOMALIA'S 
"LEGITIMATE NATIONAL INTERESTS." 

B. THIS IS JUST A BARGAINING EXERCISE DESIGNED TO ASSURE 
THAT U.S. WON'T STAND IN THE WAY OF SOMALI ACQUISITION OF 
ARMS FROM U.S. FRIENDS AND ALLIES, OR THIRD-COUNTRY 
TRANSFERS. 

C. THIS IS A TACTIC OF ASKING MORE THAN SOMALIS EXPECT 
TO GET IN THE HOPE OF ACHIEVING SOMALI MINIMUM GOAL OF 
A U.S. AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO SUPPLY NEEDED MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT IN THE FUTURE. 

SECRET 

PAGE 05 STATE 161221 

6. REQUEST YOUR COMMENTS ON FOREGOING BY COB MOGADISCIO 
JULY 12. BEAR IN MIND THAT WHILE WE ARE HIGHLY SKEPTICAL 
RE LIST, WE DO NOT RPT NOT WISH TO UPSET THE MOMENTUM 

OF SOMALI MOVES AWAY FROM THE USSR. 
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7. DEPARTMENT ALSO SOLICITS COMMENTS ASAP FROM INFO 
ADDRESSEES. IN PARTICULAR WOULD LIKE TO KNOW THE LIKELY 
EFFECT ON THEIR HOST GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDES OF A U.S. 
POSITION UNDER WHICH WE WOULD SEEK TO FEND OFF THE SOMALI 
REQUEST WHILE AT THE SAME TIME UNDERTAKING OTHER ACTIV- 
ITIES DESIGNED TO SUSTAIN THE MOMENTUM OF A RETURN TO 
MORE NORMAL US-SOMALI RELATIONS (E.G. ASSIGNMENT OF A 
DEFENSE ATTACHE IN MOGADISCIO. US NAVAL VISITS TO SOMALI 
PORTS, LANDING PRIVILEGES FOR TRANSITTING US MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT, ACCELERATED FOLLOW-UP TO RECENT USAID ECONOMIC 
SURVEY TEAM). VANCE 

SECRET 


PAGE 01 STATE 161221 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY: UNA:BJSHARP 
APPROVED BY: UNA:JFTEFFT 
S/S-0:JETHYDEN 
AF/E: WHITING 

029604 130226Z/66 

P 122340Z JUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO RUFHGV/USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 0000 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

SECRETSTATE 161221 

EXDIS GENEVA FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 161221 SENT ACTION MOGADISCIO INFO ADDIS 
ABABA, KHARTOUM, NAIROBI, CAIRO, JIDDA, SANA, ABU DHABI, 

TEHRAN, LONDON. PARIS, BONN 12 JUL 77 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 161221 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SO, US, ET, MASS, PDEV, MOPS 
SUBJECT: SOMALIA REQUESTS US ARMS 
REF: MOGADISCIO 1127 

1 . ON JULY 8, DAY AFTER HIS RETURN FROM MOGADISCIO, SOMALI 
AMBASSADOR ADDOU MET AT HIS URGENT REQUEST WITH ASSISTANT 
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PAGE 02 STATE 161221 

SECRETARY MOOSE. ADDOU REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT SIAD HAD 
BEEN VERY FAVORABLY IMPRESSED BY FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE 
TOWARD SOMALIA EXPRESSED TO ADDOU BY US OFFICIALS, 
ESPECIALLY THAT OF PRESIDENT CARTER. SIAD HAD THEREFORE, 
ACCORDING TO ADDOU, "MADE UP HIS MIND WHERE SOMALI POLICY 
SHOULD BE DIRECTED" AND HAD SECURED SOMALI POLITBURO 
ENDORSEMENT OF THAT POLICY CHANGE. ADDOU HAD ACCORDINGLY 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PRESENT TO US MILITARY SHOPPING LIST 
(SEE BELOW) WHICH ADDOU DESCRIBED AS "MINIMUM NEEDED TO 
FILL EXISTING GAPS IN SOMALIA'S DEFENSIVE STRUCTURE". 

ADDOU MADE NO MENTION OF FINANCING FOR THE ITEMS REQUESTED. 
AFTER URGENT SHIPMENT OF THESE IMMEDIATELY NECESSARY ITEMS, 
ADDOU SAID US MAY THEN SEND A MILITARY ATTACHE, PREFERABLY 
A GENERAL, TO DISCUSS SOMALI'S MORE SOPHISTICATED REQUIRE- 
MENTS. ADDOU SAID HE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO RETURN 
MOGADISCIO IN APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK TO REPORT US REACTION. 

2. SHOPPING LIST AS FOLLOWS (ROUNDS OF AMMO IN PARENS): 

8,580 PISTOLS (1,023,600) 

3,146 SIGNAL PISTOLS (377,520) 

70,785 SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES (52,948,750) 

7,722 AUTOMATIC RIFLES (11,583,000) 

3,861 LIGHT MACHINE GUNS (19,305,000) 

1,287 HEAVY MACHINE GUNS (16,087,500) 

3,861 SHOULDER-TYPE ANTI-TANK LAUNCHERS (366,100) 

2, 574 81 MM MORTARS (1,544,400) 

1,287 106.7MM MORTARS (772,200) 

858 57/50MM ANTI-TANK GUNS (414,800) 

200.000 OFFENSIVE HAND GRENADES 

100.000 DEFENSIVE HAND GRENADES (SIC) 

858 106MM RECOILLESS RIFLES (414,800) 

1,287 ANTI-AIRCRAFT ROCKET LAUNCHERS (25,740) 

RADIO STATIONS (143 LONG, 541 MEDIUM, 1287 SHORT RANGE) 

SECRET 
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143 RADIO RECEIVERS 

143 TELEPHONE EXCHANGES, 429 TELEPHONE APPARATUS, 1,000 
KILOMETERS OF TELEPHONE WIRE 

80.000 TONS OF MOTOR PETROL, 56,000 TONS OF DIESEL FUEL 
2,720 TONS OF LUBRICANTS. 

20 ROOMS OF HYGIENICAL AND SANITARY SERVICES (SIC) 

MEDICINES FOR 100,000 PERSONS 
600 TENTS FOR PLATOONS 

100 WATER BOTTLES, GROUNDSHEETS, HELMETS AND BLANKETS 

143 AMBULANCES 

143 WATER TANK TRUCKS 

143 REFUELLING TRUCKS 

300 7-TON TRUCKS 
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400 5-TON 6X6 TRUCKS 
250 3-TON 4X4 TRUCKS 
250 1/4-TON 4X4 TRUCKS 

3. MR. MOOSE EXPRESSED HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPOR- 
TANCE OF THE DECISION TAKEN BY PRESIDENT SIAD AND US 
GRATIFICATION FOR THE SOMALI DESIRE FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS 
WITH THE US. HE KNEW THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE 
PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO LEARN OF THIS DESIRE. HE ALSO 
EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OF ADDOU'S NEED FOR AN EARLY 
ANSWER WHICH THE USG WOULD TRY TO COMPLY WITH. HE NOTED, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE COMPLEXITY OF US PROCEDURES AND BOTH 
EXECUTIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES TOWARD ARMS TRANSFERS 
MADE THIS REQUEST DIFFICULT FOR THE US TO HANDLE. HE 
PROMISED THAT THE USG WOULD GIVE THE MATTER URGENT STUDY. 

4. COMPARED TO WHAT THE SOMALIS HAVE REQUESTED FROM THE 
BRITISH AND FRENCH (SMALL ARMS AND AMMUNITION TO EQUIP, 
RESPECTIVELY, 80,000 AND 100,000 MEN), THE REQUEST TO US 

IS RELATIVELY MODEST. HOWEVER, THE GAP BETWEEN OUR AND 
THE SOMALI DEFINITION OF "LEGITIMATE DEFENSIVE NEEDS" IS 
CONSIDERABLE, IF INDEED THEY EXPECT US TO ACCEPT THE 

SECRET 
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CONTENTION THAT THE ITEMS REQUESTED ARE NEEDED TO FILL 
EXISTING DEFENSIVE GAPS (E.G.: THE 70,785 SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
RIFLES REQUESTED WOULD GIVE EACH OF SOMALIA'S REGULAR 
SOLDIERS TWO SUCH RIFLES APIECE, WITH 10,785 TO SPARE). 

THIS SUGGESTS THAT SOMALIS MAY HAVE IN MIND USING THIS 
EQUIPMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR DESIGNS ON THE OGADEN, 
WHICH WE COULD NOT RPT NOT ACCEPT. (ONE THESIS BEING 
ADVANCED IS THAT SOMALIS MAY WANT TO CAPITALIZE ON INSUR- 
GENCY BY SOMALI "IRREGULARS" IN OGADEN TO WREST LATTER 
FROM ETHIOPIAN CONTROL BEFORE ETHIOPIANS, WITH SOVIET 
HELP, ARE ABLE ADEQUATELY TO DEFEND IT). 

5. THIS SOMALI REQUEST IS SUBIECT TO SEVERAL POSSIBLE 
INTERPRETATIONS: 

A. AN UNFRIENDLY SOMALI FACTION MAY HAVE PURPOSELY DE- 
SIGNED REQUEST IN SUCH A FASHION AS TO ASSURE USG REJEC- 
TION IN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE - WHAT THIS FACTION WANTS 
TO BELIEVE - THAT USG REMAIN OPPOSED TO SOMALIA'S 
"LEGITIMATE NATIONAL INTERESTS." 

B. THIS IS JUST A BARGAINING EXERCISE DESIGNED TO ASSURE 
THAT U.S. WON'T STAND IN THE WAY OF SOMALI ACQUISITION OF 
ARMS FROM U.S. FRIENDS AND ALLIES, OR THIRD-COUNTRY 
TRANSFERS. 

C. THIS IS A TACTIC OF ASKING MORE THAN SOMALIS EXPECT 
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TO GET IN THE HOPE OF ACHIEVING SOMALI MINIMUM GOAL OF 
A U.S. AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO SUPPLY NEEDED MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT IN THE FUTURE. 

6. REQUEST YOUR COMMENTS ON FOREGOING BY COB MOGADISCIO 
JULY 12. BEAR IN MIND THAT WHILE WE ARE HIGHLY SKEPTICAL 

SECRET 
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RE LIST, WE DO NOT RPT NOT WISH TO UPSET THE MOMENTUM 
OF SOMALI MOVES AWAY FROM THE USSR. 

7. DEPARTMENT ALSO SOLICITS COMMENTS ASAP FROM INFO 
ADDRESSEES. IN PARTICULAR WOULD LIKE TO KNOW THE LIKELY 
EFFECT ON THEIR HOST GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDES OF A U.S. 
POSITION UNDER WHICH WE WOULD SEEK TO FEND OFF THE SOMALI 
REQUEST WHILE AT THE SAME TIME UNDERTAKING OTHER ACTIV- 
ITIES DESIGNED TO SUSTAIN THE MOMENTUM OF A RETURN TO 
MORE NORMAL US-SOMALI RELATIONS (E.G. ASSIGNMENT OF A 
DEFENSE ATTACHE IN MOGADISCIO, US NAVAL VISITS TO SOMALI 
PORTS, LANDING PRIVILEGES FOR TRANSITTING US MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT, ACCELERATED FOLLOW-UP TO RECENT USAID ECONOMIC 
SURVEY TEAM). VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 

SECRET 


PAGE 01 STATE 161221 POSS DUPE 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:AF:E:JWHITING 
APPROVED BY:AF:E:JWHITING 
S/S-0:AWOTTO 

013646 070526Z/13 

R 0604 15Z AUG 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

SECRETSTATE 161221 

EXDIS 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED JULY 12, 1977 
SENT INFO GENEVA, USUN NEW YORK IS REPEATED TO YOU: 

QUOTE 

SECRETSTATE 161221 
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EXDIS GENEVA FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 161221 SENT ACTION MOGADISCIO INFO ADDIS 
ABABA, KHARTOUM, NAIROBI, CAIRO, JIDDA, SANA, ABU DHABI, 

TEHRAN, LONDON. PARIS, BONN 12 JUL 77 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 161221 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SO, US, ET, MASS, PDEV, MOPS 
SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 161221 POSS DUPE 
SUBJECT: SOMALIA REQUESTS US ARMS 
REF: MOGADISCIO 1127 

1 . ON JULY 8, DAY AFTER HIS RETURN FROM MOGADISCIO, SOMALI 
AMBASSADOR ADDOU MET AT HIS URGENT REQUEST WITH ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY MOOSE. ADDOU REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT SIAD HAD 
BEEN VERY FAVORABLY IMPRESSED BY FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE 
TOWARD SOMALIA EXPRESSED TO ADDOU BY US OFFICIALS, 

ESPECIALLY THAT OF PRESIDENT CARTER. SIAD HAD THEREFORE, 
ACCORDING TO ADDOU, "MADE UP HIS MIND WHERE SOMALI POLICY 
SHOULD BE DIRECTED" AND HAD SECURED SOMALI POLITBURO 
ENDORSEMENT OF THAT POLICY CHANGE. ADDOU HAD ACCORDINGLY 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO PRESENT TO US MILITARY SHOPPING LIST 

(SEE BELOW) WHICH ADDOU DESCRIBED AS "MINIMUM NEEDED TO 
FILL EXISTING GAPS IN SOMALIA'S DEFENSIVE STRUCTURE". 

ADDOU MADE NO MENTION OF FINANCING FOR THE ITEMS REQUESTED. 
AFTER URGENT SHIPMENT OF THESE IMMEDIATELY NECESSARY ITEMS, 
ADDOU SAID US MAY THEN SEND A MILITARY ATTACHE, PREFERABLY 
A GENERAL, TO DISCUSS SOMALI'S MORE SOPHISTICATED REQUIRE- 
MENTS. ADDOU SAID HE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO RETURN 
MOGADISCIO IN APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK TO REPORT US REACTION. 

2. SHOPPING LIST AS FOLLOWS (ROUNDS OF AMMO IN PARENS): 

8,580 PISTOLS (1,023,600) 

3,146 SIGNAL PISTOLS (377,520) 

70,785 SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES (52,948,750) 

7,722 AUTOMATIC RIFLES (11,583,000) 

3,861 LIGHT MACHINE GUNS (19,305,000) 

1,287 HEAVY MACHINE GUNS (16,087,500) 

3,861 SHOULDER-TYPE ANTI-TANK LAUNCHERS (366,100) 

2, 574 81 MM MORTARS (1,544,400) 

1,287 106.7MM MORTARS (772,200) 

SECRET 
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858 57/50MM ANTI-TANK GUNS (414,800) 

200.000 OFFENSIVE HAND GRENADES 

100.000 DEFENSIVE HAND GRENADES (SIC) 

858 106MM RECOILLESS RIFLES (414,800) 

1,287 ANTI-AIRCRAFT ROCKET LAUNCHERS (25,740) 

RADIO STATIONS (143 LONG, 541 MEDIUM, 1287 SHORT RANGE) 

143 RADIO RECEIVERS 

143 TELEPHONE EXCHANGES, 429 TELEPHONE APPARATUS, 1,000 
KILOMETERS OF TELEPHONE WIRE 

80.000 TONS OF MOTOR PETROL, 56,000 TONS OF DIESEL FUEL 
2,720 TONS OF LUBRICANTS. 

20 ROOMS OF HYGIENICAL AND SANITARY SERVICES (SIC) 

MEDICINES FOR 100,000 PERSONS 
600 TENTS FOR PLATOONS 

100 WATER BOTTLES, GROUNDSHEETS, HELMETS AND BLANKETS 

143 AMBULANCES 

143 WATER TANK TRUCKS 

143 REFUELLING TRUCKS 

300 7-TON TRUCKS 

400 5-TON 6X6 TRUCKS 

250 3-TON 4X4 TRUCKS 

250 1/4-TON 4X4 TRUCKS 

3. MR. MOOSE EXPRESSED HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPOR- 
TANCE OF THE DECISION TAKEN BY PRESIDENT SIAD AND US 
GRATIFICATION FOR THE SOMALI DESIRE FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS 
WITH THE US. HE KNEW THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE 
PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO LEARN OF THIS DESIRE. HE ALSO 
EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OF ADDOU'S NEED FOR AN EARLY 
ANSWER WHICH THE USG WOULD TRY TO COMPLY WITH. HE NOTED, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE COMPLEXITY OF US PROCEDURES AND BOTH 
EXECUTIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES TOWARD ARMS TRANSFERS 
MADE THIS REQUEST DIFFICULT FOR THE US TO HANDLE. HE 
PROMISED THAT THE USG WOULD GIVE THE MATTER URGENT STUDY. 

4. COMPARED TO WHAT THE SOMALIS HAVE REQUESTED FROM THE 
SECRET 
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BRITISH AND FRENCH (SMALL ARMS AND AMMUNITION TO EQUIP, 
RESPECTIVELY, 80,000 AND 100,000 MEN), THE REQUEST TO US 
IS RELATIVELY MODEST. HOWEVER, THE GAP BETWEEN OUR AND 
THE SOMALI DEFINITION OF "LEGITIMATE DEFENSIVE NEEDS" IS 
CONSIDERABLE, IF INDEED THEY EXPECT US TO ACCEPT THE 

CONTENTION THAT THE ITEMS REQUESTED ARE NEEDED TO FILL 
EXISTING DEFENSIVE GAPS (E.G.: THE 70,785 SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
RIFLES REQUESTED WOULD GIVE EACH OF SOMALIA'S REGULAR 
SOLDIERS TWO SUCH RIFLES APIECE, WITH 10,785 TO SPARE). 

THIS SUGGESTS THAT SOMALIS MAY HAVE IN MIND USING THIS 
EQUIPMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR DESIGNS ON THE OGADEN, 
WHICH WE COULD NOT RPT NOT ACCEPT. (ONE THESIS BEING 
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ADVANCED IS THAT SOMALIS MAY WANT TO CAPITALIZE ON INSUR- 
GENCY BY SOMALI "IRREGULARS" IN OGADEN TO WREST LATTER 
FROM ETHIOPIAN CONTROL BEFORE ETHIOPIANS, WITH SOVIET 
HELP, ARE ABLE ADEQUATELY TO DEFEND IT). 

5. THIS SOMALI REQUEST IS SUBIECT TO SEVERAL POSSIBLE 
INTERPRETATIONS: 

A. AN UNFRIENDLY SOMALI FACTION MAY HAVE PURPOSELY DE- 
SIGNED REQUEST IN SUCH A FASHION AS TO ASSURE USG REJEC- 
TION IN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE - WHAT THIS FACTION WANTS 
TO BELIEVE - THAT USG REMAIN OPPOSED TO SOMALIA'S 
"LEGITIMATE NATIONAL INTERESTS." 

B. THIS IS JUST A BARGAINING EXERCISE DESIGNED TO ASSURE 
THAT U.S. WON'T STAND IN THE WAY OF SOMALI ACQUISITION OF 
ARMS FROM U.S. FRIENDS AND ALLIES, OR THIRD-COUNTRY 
TRANSFERS. 

C. THIS IS A TACTIC OF ASKING MORE THAN SOMALIS EXPECT 
SECRET 
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TO GET IN THE HOPE OF ACHIEVING SOMALI MINIMUM GOAL OF 
A U.S. AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO SUPPLY NEEDED MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT IN THE FUTURE. 

6. REQUEST YOUR COMMENTS ON FOREGOING BY COB MOGADISCIO 
JULY 12. BEAR IN MIND THAT WHILE WE ARE HIGHLY SKEPTICAL 
RE LIST, WE DO NOT RPT NOT WISH TO UPSET THE MOMENTUM 

OF SOMALI MOVES AWAY FROM THE USSR. 

7. DEPARTMENT ALSO SOLICITS COMMENTS ASAP FROM INFO 
ADDRESSEES. IN PARTICULAR WOULD LIKE TO KNOW THE LIKELY 
EFFECT ON THEIR HOST GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDES OF A U.S. 
POSITION UNDER WHICH WE WOULD SEEK TO FEND OFF THE SOMALI 
REQUEST WHILE AT THE SAME TIME UNDERTAKING OTHER ACTIV- 
ITIES DESIGNED TO SUSTAIN THE MOMENTUM OF A RETURN TO 
MORE NORMAL US-SOMALI RELATIONS (E.G. ASSIGNMENT OF A 
DEFENSE ATTACHE IN MOGADISCIO, US NAVAL VISITS TO SOMALI 
PORTS, LANDING PRIVILEGES FOR TRANSITTING US MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT, ACCELERATED FOLLOW-UP TO RECENT USAID ECONOMIC 
SURVEY TEAM). VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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